	     From Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines to first responders in American cities the Edgewood Chemical Biological Center supports the campaign to protect America and her interests from a wide array of chemical and biological threats.

          The Edgewood Chemical Biological Center is the nation’s premier facility engaged in chemical and biological agent research.  It is an irreplaceable national asset built upon 85 years of groundbreaking work by dedicated, hardworking, professionals. 

          The men and women who work there have always been extremely passionate about their work.  They are committed to their mission. They know and see the value of their tasks, and moreover, by leading the way in applying science, technology, and engineering to chemical/biological defense they want ECBC to be the chem-bio support organization of choice for the many public and private agencies that are responsible for the public’s protection and safety.

     From their beginning, ECBC and its predecessors have been directly involved in protecting the American military. They developed the first gas masks for American soldiers in World War I; and, over the years, they have developed improved ways to identify chemical and biological agents and then protect the nation against these threats through World War II, the Cold War, and now the global war on terrorism. Since 9/11, ECBC has been on the front lines defending U.S. interests at home and abroad against terrorists and weapons of mass destruction. 

     ECBC is actively engaged in the development and production of end items such as mobile labs, detection kits, and gas masks for delivery to the U.S. Armed Forces, government agencies, the private sector, and our allies in order to increase their ability to deter the use of, identify, protect against, or decontaminate chemical/biological agents. 

     Their chemical/biological detection, protection, and monitoring mission is a unique one.  It is one that demands special on-site research, development, and production capabilities.
     ECBC's workforce and infrastructure give it a definite advantage in their field… The “in-house” scientific and engineering expertise and state-of-the-art facilities mean the Edgewood Chemical Biological Center does not have to play catch-up to meet the emerging needs and challenges in the ongoing global war on terrorism.

     ECBC’s  activities span the entire life cycle of chemical and biological defense equipment research. It has a “hands on”, cradle-to-grave chem-bio defense capability and is the only facility that is capable of performing the full spectrum of chem-bio defense tasks.  They can conceive of an idea, develop it, prototype it, conduct small-scale production of it, and even have the capability to destroy it safely.   

     They can receive, handle, store, and manipulate any kind of chemical agents thanks to consistent compliance with military chemical surety regulations and instructions.  It is worth noting that the center is capable of handling items contaminated with any kind of chemical, biological or radiological agent.   

     Most importantly, ECBC actively applies the results of its research, development, and engineering operations to protecting the nation at large.  They provide chem-bio security and materiel management services support to the military, federal, state and local governments as well as to international agencies in tasks such as developing risk management standards, chem-bio munitions clearing, and demilitarization issues. 

     In addition, they train a wide range of customers, from the U.S. military to United Nations’ weapons inspectors to first responders, how to identify, detect, and defend against chem-bio agents.  They provide biological and chemical forensic analysis, operations of and support to biological and chemical analytical systems, as well as on-site sample analysis.

     Technology spin-off is one of ECBC’s key value-added qualities.  This includes a robust technology transfer program to share new technologies, often launching new businesses and production capabilities, and furthering chem-bio defense research.  

     Whenever ECBC develops new technologies, it maximizes its impact. ECBC makes sure appropriate technologies are transferred to industry and academia.They are committed to getting their technological expertise to the right organizations outside the Department of Defense, including other government agencies, the private sector, and allies. 
     ECBC entered the 21st century dedicated to the nation’s chemical/biological defense, dedicated to protecting the nation.  Its eight-decades long, “hands on” science and engineering expertise is the value the center brings to the  nation’s defense.  It has the experience and infrastructure to be the chem-bio facility of choice, and is committed to developing its workforce and technologies to support its customers in their ongoing efforts to keep America secure.
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