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Weapons of Mass Destruction Awareness
Course for Law Enforcement

The Edgewood Chemical Biological Center
(ECBC) is the U.S. Army's principal research and
development center for chemical and biological
defense technology, engineering, and services.
ECBC has achieved major technological advances
for national defense, civilian needs, and industrial
competitiveness, with a long and distinguished
history of providing the Armed Forces with quality
systems and outstanding customer service. ECBC
is located at the Edgewood Area of Aberdeen
Proving Ground, MD.

ECBC’s Homeland Defense Business Unit
(HLDBU) applies the knowledge and experience
of ECBC to improving weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) incident preparedness and response
capabilities. The HLDBU specializes in creating
and implementing integrated programs that
address WMD installation preparedness, improve
response to WMD incidents, and provide technical
assistance for preparing for and protecting against
such threats.

The Improved Response Program’s Weapons of
Mass Destruction (WMD) Awareness Course for
Law Enforcement incorporates aspects of the
Domestic Preparedness and Installation
Preparedness programs’ WMD awareness and
operations course modules, emphasizing those
aspects of WMD planning that relate to the law
enforcement mission. In addition to the basic generic
response information, the course outlines key law
enforcement operational considerations for responding
to a chemical or a biological terrorist event. These
operational considerations are derived from the
efforts of the Improved Response Program and
Military Improved Response Program law enforcement
functional group, which focused on the roles and
responsibilities of law enforcement officers in
responding to these two types of WMD incidents
and the operational procedures and personal
protection necessary for their response. The
course is a one-day, 8-hour course.

For more information, contact the Homeland
Defense Business Unit, U.S. Army ECBC at
(410) 436-3674 or visit the web site at http://www.
ecbc.army.mil/hid.
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